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such as these are not wanting- in any abundance. While if we remember the host of beautiful portraitures of human life and pictures of natural scenery scattered up and down the pages of many of our gentlest and truest novels,, we may be right thankful for the gifts which the best among our novelists so graciously and beneficially use.
I need not fear to add even here, that the wit and humour of the novelist is not to be despised, but to be valued by those who live sober and anxious lives. For as the first preacher in this course of sermons well says/ " It is to be deplored that there is too little wit in this world and not too much;" and if cf The Pastor of Hennas " says truly that " sadness is the sister of doubt, mistrust, and wrath, while every cheerful man works well and thinks those things that be good/* then we ought to be grateful for the rich bestowment and righteous exercise of powers wielded by the humorist1 and the novelist.
Charles Lamb, in his quaintly pious way, used to say, "I own that I am disposed to say grace upon twenty other occasions in the course
9 Tho Very Rev. tho Bean of Norwich, "On the Idlo Word/' p. 87.
1 Soo the admirable pages of((Punch " passim.
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